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As I look back over Delaware Shakespeare’s 17th year, [ must start by giving thanks to our past board
president, Nancy B. Lynch. In 2019, Nancy announced she would be transitioning off

the board she had led with grace since 2005. As a way to honor Nancy for her years of

dedicated service and her lifetime of advocacy for arts education, we have renamed our [N,

apprentice program as the Nancy B. Lynch College Apprentice Program. A
The theme for our 2020 productions - The Tempest and a new musical adaptation of
Twelfth Night - is “O brave new world.” We didn’t realize that theme would also apply to word
the public health and economic climate resulting from the spread of COVID-19. f

o
While it’s unclear what the rest of 2020 will bring, please know that your belief in us
continues to inspire Del Shakes to find new ways to use Shakespeare to connect us across thanks

time and social groups.
|

As you read about 2019’s activities, I thank you for being an important part of the Del
Shakes family. I hope we can continue to earn your support.

Julie Russ
Board President
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MISSION

Inspired by Shakespeare’s creative vision and the broad societal
mix of audiences of his era, Delaware Shakespeare brings our community
together for vibrant theatre and learning experiences.
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COMMUNITY TOUR: ROMEO AND JULIET

National Endowment of the Arts grant brings Verona to the First State

The Del Shakes Community Tour continues to share thrilling theatre to the full spectrum of humanity in
our state, by traveling to non-traditional locations such as detention facilities, transitional living programs,
and community centers. Over the past four years of the tour, audience members have often quoted Romeo
and Juliet to Del Shakes artists to demonstrate their familiarity with Shakespeare. Supported by an NEA
Challenge America grant, it was a pleasure to present this cherished story with which so many audience
members already felt kinship.

The efforts of two dreamers trying to see their way past civil strife to a better future resonated powerfully
when presented via the up-close-and-personal model of the Community Tour. But we also learned that while
people knew how

the story started,
2019 COMMUNITY TOUR VENUES they didn’t neces-
sarily remember
NEW CASTLE COUNTY: how it ended.
GROVES ADULT HIGH SCHOOL - RED CLAY | CHRISTINA CULTURAL ARTS CENTER
EASTER SEALS | LATIN AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER | ROUTE 9 LIBRARY & At Baylor Women’s
INNOVATION CENTER | EZION-MT. CARMEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Correctional
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE DELAWARE CENTER FOR HOMELESS VETERANS Institution, a
KINGSWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER | CENTRAL YMCA woman reached
BAYLOR WOMEN’S CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION | FERRIS SCHOOL out to try to stop
HOWARD R. YOUNG CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION Romeo from
poisoning himself
KENT COUNTY: at the end of the
SANKOFA CULTURAL ARTS CENTER | DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY story. At Milford
MILFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY Public Library,
a teen gasped,
SUSSEX COUNTY: “No!” when Juliet
MILTON CHEER ACTIVITY CENTER | FIRST STATE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY stabbed herself.
SUSSEX CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
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And as all this unfolded at the Milton CHEER Activity Center, a particularly vocal senior exclaimed,
“What a terrible ending.” We believe she was referring to the tragic deaths, and not to the quality of the
performance.

A new trend began to occur in our correctional facility performances. The back cover of the program

lists all the dates of the tour stops, but no performance times. Several incarcerated individuals asked cast
members for the times of specific performances; they wanted to tell family members on the outside to go
and see it.

This trend became reality following the final studio performance at the Siegel Jewish Community Center.
A young woman asked our cast members to sign her program. She shared that her fiancé is currently
incarcerated at Howard R. Young Correctional Institution. He was so moved by seeing our Romeo and
Juliet that he urged her to attend a performance. His mother also attended. Del Shakes was honored to
facilitate this unconventional shared experience for family members, connecting them to Shakespeare’s
story of love overcoming obstacles of social strife.

We were grateful to WHYY and WDEL for producing s
stories on this year’s Community Tour.

"What Delaware Shakespeare
The audiences were an incredible cross-section of the

community. According to audience surveys, 55% of rejects is the assumption that
the 2019 Community Tour audience had house-

hold incomes of $50,000 or less. The audience for Shakespeare is only meant for
the 2019 Community Tour was 44% White, 39%

African-American, and 13% Hispanic. The 2019 certain audiences by offering a
Community Tour consisted of 24% individuals with . .

a college degree, 43% individuals with a high classic production that everyone

school degree, and 10% with high school or less. .

can enjoy."
According to surveys, 25% of audience members who
responded said that Delaware Shakespeare’s produc- PlayShakespeare.com
tion of Romeo and Juliet was the first play they'd ever

|
seen.
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Youthful component brought center stage

Krista Apple (Beatrice in 2018’s Much Ado) took
the helm as director of The Merry Wives of Windsor
in our 17th annual Summer Festival. Shakespeare’s
ridiculously bold comedy of wooing and trickery
was given a setting inspired by the 1950s - our
most contemporary look yet.

Del Shakes’ education and community approach
was given a focus in this production. Each night
members of our high school intern company and
selected students from Pages Alive Theater, a
home school acting troupe, appeared in the final
scene as “woodland spirits” in the epic practical
joke against Falstaff.

All told, over 3,000 people attended The Merry
Wives of Windsor at Rockwood Park.
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"Delaware
Shakespeare has
pulled out all
the stops for this
production, which is
sure to be a delight
for all audiences.”

- INWilmington.com



Del-ebrity couples raise money for Del Shakes

Inspired by the iconic love story of Romeo and Juliet, Del
Shakes created a new fundraiser in 2019. Delaware lovers
took the stage to put their special spin on Shakespeare’s
legendary romantic duo during this cocktail party pop-up
theatrical event.

Led by honorary chairs The Hon. Jack and Mrs. Carla Markell
(pictured left), talented Del-ebrities read (or sang) portions
of the play in support of Del Shakes and the 2019 Community
Tour.

We were blessed to be joined by The Hon. Chris Coons and
daughter Maggie Coons, Drewry Fennell and Lisa Goodman,
Marisa de los Santos and David Teague, Lynne Howard and
Don Brown, Sharin Apostolou and Ryan MacPherson, David
and Mihaela Plaza (pictured right), and Katrina M. Watson.

The participants helped to raise over $25,000 for Delaware
Shakespeare.
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NON-STOP BARD FOR THE FIRST STATE

All three counties of Delaware, all year long

There’s no stopping Del
Shakes, as programming
fills the state throughout

the year. /!

In February,
Shakespeare +

St. Valentine returned
with romantic literary
delights in Smyrna
and Wilmington.
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April brought
Shakespeare Day
back to Wilmington's
Market Street where
30+ volunteers

and 200+ audience
members packed
Chelsea Plaza with
dialogue from all of
Shakespeare’s plays.
NBC10 was on the
scene to catch the
magic.

Producing Artistic Director David Stradley brought
his How I Came to Love Shakespeare presentation
to Newark High School, MOT Charter High School, and
P.S. DuPont Middle School.

In June, two Del Shakes artists presented their Bard-
inspired drama And at the Lewes Public Library. The
program was an extension of the library’s annual
Shakespeare Festival and marked Del Shakes' first
appearance in Lewes.

July saw kids enjoying the interactive, educational
performance, Shakespeare’s Playground, at
Wilmington city parks.

As the weather cooled, Shakespeare, Poe & Fiends
delivered October chills to three historic New Castle
County venues and to The Green in Dover.
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iQueremos que comparta su opinién sobre Romeo y Julieta!

Querido Delaware Shakespeare,

LOS ®RCYOVveS

e

Me encantoe la. higloria
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VIBRANT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Second National Endowment for the Aris grant funds new program

Delaware Shakespeare was thrilled to receive an NEA Shakespeare
in American Communities grant to fund an expansion of our work
in juvenile justice facilities. (In addition to the NEA Challenge
America grant for the Community Tour, Del Shakes was the only
arts organization in the state to receive two NEA grants in 2019.)

While Del Shakes has a history of providing small-scale programs
at The Ferris School and Cleveland C. White School (Residential
Cottages), this grant allowed for a significant expansion funding
six ten-session acting classes and adding New Castle County
Detention Center and Stevenson House Detention Center as
partner facilities. (Three of the classes happened in 2019, and
three will happen in 2020.)

Guided by two teaching artists, students learned technical skills
(articulation and projection) and creative skills (character devel-
opment and text analysis). The overall focus was on getting
students to make connections between Shakespeare’s plays and
their own lives. At Stevenson House, a student who had been at the
center of a gang-related conflict earlier in class was inspired by
Romeo and Juliet to create a sketch about two rival gang members
who come together in an effort to end the division between their
groups.

"I wanna thank
[the teachers] for
helping me try
something I never
thought I would
enjoy and hopefully
other kids can have
this experience.”
~Stevenson House
student
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2019 marked the third straight year Del Shakes
offered an eight-week acting class at Baylor
Women's Correctional Institution. After
viewing the Community Tour of Romeo and
Juliet, the participants at Baylor created their
own short play that showed a modern version
of love that ends in violence.

The Bridge program connects at-risk and
adjudicated youth to a wider circle of humanity
and promotes positive life choices through
examining the choices made by Shakespeare’s
characters. The Bridge accomplishes these goals
through three workshops and Summer Festival
attendance at The Merry Wives of Windsor. In Inside Baylor Women's Correctional Institution.
2019, workshops focused on the theme of differ- Photo courtesy of WDEL's Mark Fowser.
ences between social groups. The Bridge served

the Residential Cottages at Ferris, Nativity Preparatory Academy, and UrbanPromise Wilmington.

Summer Apprenticeships and Internships

In association with its Summer Festival, Delaware Shakespeare also offers the Nancy B. Lynch College Appren-
tice Program and a High School Internship Program. The apprentice program provides valuable professional
experience, including service in key production roles.

The nine 2019 apprentices

came from Montgomery County
Community College, Rutgers
University-Camden, Temple
University, University of the Arts,
University of Delaware, and West
Chester University.

High School interns entertain
audiences prior to performances
as “wandering bards,” receive

an all-access pass to production
rehearsals, and in 2019 appeared
in the final scene of Merry Wives.

The fourteen 2019 interns

came from Cab Calloway School
of the Arts, Charter School of
Wilmington, MOT Charter High
School, Mt. Pleasant High School,
Newark High School, Padua
Academy, St. Elizabeth High
School, St. Mark High School,
Tri-State Christian School, and
Wilmington Friends.

Area student Jack Meister playing Falstaff’s Page in Merry Wives


https://www.wdel.com/news/podcast-artswatch-delaware-shakespeare-fall-tour-visits-baylor-wci/article_75b535c0-02eb-11ea-809a-af3291002df7.html
https://www.wdel.com/news/podcast-artswatch-delaware-shakespeare-fall-tour-visits-baylor-wci/article_75b535c0-02eb-11ea-809a-af3291002df7.html
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In 2019, Delaware Shakespeare continued to uphold wise fiscal stewardship as one of its core values.

INCOME 2019 EXPENSES 2019
EARNED INCOME Fees for Services/Salaries ~ $271,841
Performances $78,096 Supplies $30,137
Concessions $11,658 Advertising $17,722
Education Programs $600 Facilities $11,194
Advertising $3,779 Travel $9,510
Other $1,848 Processing Fees $7.656
TOTAL EARNED INCOME $95,981 Machinery/Equipment $6,444
UNEARNED INCOME Printing $5,977
Individual $76,043 Postage $3,750
Government $56,600 Depreciation $2,356
Foundation $50,000 Insurance $2,234
Fundraising Events $36,090 Other $6,650
Corporate $23,282 PLACED INTO RESTRICTION $21,766
TOTAL UNEARNED INCOME ~ $242,015 TOTAL EXPENSES ~ $397.237
RELEASED FROM RESTRICTION $89,235

TOTAL INCOME

$427,231
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County Executive Matt Meyer helps kick off opening night of the Summer Festival

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The work of Delaware Shakespeare is only made possible with wide community sup?ort, including the partnership with New Castle

County Department of Community Services that allows for the Summer Festival per

GOVERNMENT, CORPORATE, AND
FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Delaware Shakespeare is grateful to have received
financial or in-kind support from the following agencies,
companies, and foundations in 2019:

$80,000+
Longwood Foundation *

$10,000-$49,999

Delaware Division of the Arts

Laffey-McHugh Foundation

Maurice Amado Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts/Arts Midwest
National Endowment for the Arts: Challenge America
New Castle County Cares

$5,000-$9,999
Crystal Trust
Danaher Lynch Family Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Apple/Benevity
City of Wilmington

ormances at Rockwood Park.

Delmarva Power

Delaware Community Foundation
Evergreen Waste Services, LLC
Highmark Delaware

Janssen’s Market

Kenny Family Foundation
Kent County Fund for the Arts
LabWare

M&T Charitable Foundation
PNC Bank

Wilmington City Council
WSEFS Bank

Under $1,000

Bank of America

Chubb Charitable Foundation
Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester
FMC Corporation

Platinum Dining Group

Stoney’s British Pub

Swigg

University of Delaware

Wilmington Friends School

* 2019 portion of grant awarded in 2018
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ANNUAL CAMPAIGN DONORS

Individual donors have long been
Delaware Shakespeare’s most
consistent and devoted form of
support. We're pleased to be able to
list every individual who made a gift
in 2019.

*Indicates a donor who has given for

five consecutive years.
Prospero’s Circle

Prospero’s Circle is comprised of
individuals who support Delaware
Shakespeare with gifts of $1,000
or more.

The Circle is named after one of
Shakespeare’s most famous
characters, the magician on his
magical island in The Tempest. At
one point, Prospero draws a circle
and steps into it to create some of
his greatest magic. Supporters who
step into Prospero’s Circle allow
Delaware Shakespeare to create
even greater magic.

$5,000+

Hugh Atkins & Michele Schiavoni
Laurel A. Riegel *

Alice D. Reilly *

$1,000-$4,999

Elizabeth Bryson *

Robert & Sally Coonin *

Danni Van Drew-Dick

David Ford & Patricia Hoffman
Susan & Joseph Guariano
Patty & John Jacob *

Barbara Klock & Salem Schuchman
Michael & Ellen Kullman

Lisa & Marty Lessner

Nancy B. Lynch *

The Hon. Jack & Mrs. Carla Markell
Mattie Moore

David & Mihaela Plaza

Blake & Mitzi Rohrbacher *
Julie Russ

David & Michelle Stradley *
Lynn & Carol Stradley *
Stephen Stradley

Mr. & Mrs. Terrence A. Tobias *
George & Norinne Watson *

Stephen & Tomoko Werbe
Sarah & Gary Willoughby

$500-$999
Anonymous (1)
Dan & Cathy Alexander
Aldos & Susan Barefoot
Jerry and Michael Bilton
Nancy Boykin & Dan Kern
Stephen & Joan Chinnery *
Barbara D. Crowell
Margaretta Frederick &
Michael Martin
Mrs. Rebecca G. Frederick &
Mrs. Trina J. Tjersland *
Peter D. & Catherine Gordon
John E., Horisk *
Pamela Huxtable & Nick Johnson *
Renata Kowalczyk *
Scott & Miranda Matthews
Charles & Cindy Nelson *
Marcos & Karen Rivero
Carmen & Steve Shappell
Lynne & Rusty Suher *
Danielle & Kevin Sullivan
Matthew & Janice Sullivan
Anne L. Sulzbacher
Carol Van Zoeren

$250-$499

Anonymous (1)

Laura Adarve

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Anderson, III

Pat & Lou Bartoshesky

Eugene & Diana Bayard

Richard & Josephine Bayard

Andrew Blair & June Alt

Ed & Julie Breiner

Judith Calhoun

Charles & Judith Conway *

Brendan & Julia Cooke *

The Hon. Christopher A. &
Ann M. Coons

Ryan & Becky Hamilton

Linda Heckert *

Mark & Nancy Hetterly

Lynne Howard & Don Brown

Dorothy R. Jacobson *

Jonathan Jaffe

Paula Janssen

Jan Jessup

Cheryl & Leonard Katz *

Kenneth & Mary Louise Kubacki *

Carl & Lynn Lee

Richard & Marilyn Levin *

Kevin & Sue Loney *

Dr. & Mrs. William Mannella
Dawn & Jim Manley

Erin McDonald *

Kristen Meadows

Michael & Lucia Micholovich *
David Pasanek *

Karen D. Poore

Greg & Selena Robleto *

Mary & Tom Ruth

Achille Scache & Laura Owens
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Stengel
Marie & Ed Stewart
Stephanie Sullivan

$100-$249

The Altrichter Family

Mary Lou & Tom Ambro *
Krista Apple & Scott Klaum
Christopher & Marianne Archbell
Madeleine Bayard & Jared Klose
Rabbi Michael & Elssa Beals

Jim & Kathy Berg *

Colin Bonini

Sherry & Jon Brilliant

Stuart & Lucy Comstock-Gay
Mark & Jenn Corso

Michael & Connie Cox *

Mark Denio

Doug Doerfler & Anne Ashbrook *
Robert & Marion Ehrlich

Sarah Ennis

Nick & Rory Fanandakis *

Mark Fields

Jeff & Linnea Goddess

Robert & Mary Anne Grenfell
Dr. Jay Halio *



Michelle & Thomas Hannum
Bill Hardam & Lorena Meunier
Charles & Saundra Hayward
Corey Heacock

Jennifer Hendrickson

Ken & Cheryl Hilk

Ann Hriciga and Mike Coughlin
Jonathan Huntoon & Amelia Wiggins
Sara Hutchinson

Cathy Jacob

Kay & Bryan Keenan

Jamie & Claire Kegerise *
Lynne Kielhorn

Rob & Jean Krapf

Gregory & Lynne Landrey

Eric & Diane Leichter *

Janet Lindenmuth

Holly Lisner & Rich Anguillo
Matthew & Esther Lovlie
William & Pamela Mannella *
Steven Marino & Carol Hertzoff
Vicky & Matt Martelli

Brenda Mayrack

Edward & Mary McNeeley
Elizabeth & Henry Mellon
Jonathon Moore

Pamela Stephani & Richard Morelli
Shahrokh & Ruth Morovati
Bradley Mott

Nancy & Peter Muller

Barbara M. Noseworthy *
Richard Pack

Rose Passarella & Jeffry Porter
Richard & Eunice Pryor
Lourdes Puig

Kari Riedel

Janice & Leslie Reidel

Kari & Lance Riedel

Jeffrey Robinson

Jeffrey & Katherine Robleto
Barbara Robleto *

Carey Rowland

Nichole & John Sailer

Susan Salkin

Laura Scanlan

Michael Schwartz & Sharon Davis *
Joanne Smeltz

Janice & Clifford Smith

Drs. Caroline & Gary Smith
Donald & Lori Smith

Dr. Malina Spirito

Karen Spring

Nancy Steckel

Zora Stevens

Marie M. & Edward T. Stewart
David Teague & Marisa de los Santos

Greg & Judy Tigani

Janis Tomlinson *

Carolyn Travers

Victoria Vavala & David Gulick
Lisa Whitaker

Bennett & Marianne White *
John Williams

Miranda Wilson

Robert & Mary Young

Patricia Zaharko

$50-$99

Gillian Andrews

Alice & Wilson Anthony
Karen Baeder

Dana Balick & Paul Herdman
Mike Barko

David & Constance Beattie
Ruth Brown & David Sokolowiski
Adrian & Debbie Burston
Brad & Karyn Bush

Jane Castle

Jennifer Childears

Judy Christofferson

Bill Collins & Priscilla Goldsmith
Kevin & Erica Darkes

Laurie & Thomas Felton *
Steven & Margaret Gove

Laurie Grimmelsman

Maureen Hayburn

Julie Heaney

Douglas & Nila S. Hill

Barbara James

Judith Jennings &

Dennis Matthews
Sharon Kelley
Elinor Knodel
Annabelle Kressman
Thomas & Catherine LaPenta
Julie Maloney
Jim & Joan March
Angela Maximo
David & Sally McBride
Sarah McBride
Lise Monty
Justin & Cara Mowles
Carolyn Nye
Gail O’Donnell
Marcy Ohliger
Jeremy Quist
Mara Raskin
Gracia & Matt Ratliff
Steven & Lore Rieger
Richard & Michelle Robleto
Bernadette Ruf
Paul Schuman &

Margaret Polaneczky
Linda & Michael Sigman
Drs. Gary & Caroline Smith
Paul Smith, Jr.

Jennifer Smolko
Margo Stitz
Tricia Sullivan
Kathy Tidball
Michael Tighe &

Genevieve Ziemann Tighe
Kevin Turner
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Susan Weissinger
Anne & Dick Wier
David Wierz
Mary Wilcosky *
Beverly Wright

Steven Zimmerman & Laurie Ross

$1-$49

Harriet Ainbinder

Neil P. Amalfitano, Sr.
Diane Angeline

Linda Anguish

Carol Arnott Robbins
Grant Barrans

Christine Barrett-Miller
Lois Barth

Ocie Bernstein

Jane Bordzol

Maureen Bowman
Linda & Steve Boyden
Maria Brent

Roger & Trish Brown
Catherine Buckminster
Jeanne & Robert Buffum
Anthony Candelori
Steve & Leslie Connor
Kathleen Connor
Wendy Cooper

Patrick Corrigan
Geraldine Crock

Jill Dal Nogare

Theresa Deakins
Christopher & Anne DeAngelis
Monica DeCarlo

Jason Denny

Paul Desmond

Mark Dixon

Jason Dobrzynski
Chrissy Donahue
Jacqueline Doody

Kevin Drexler

Laneita Dunphy

Gary Dutton & Cathy Blanchet
Leonard Dwares

Mary Jane Elliott
Aurelien & Kelsey Eulert

Chad Fahs & Meghann Matwichuk

Christine Fischer
Gregory & Carla Fiske
Jill Fitzgerald

Eddie Flores

Ryan Forry
Rosemary Franklin
Susan Frye

Sue Fuhrmann
Dennis Gallagher

Jennifer Garcia
William &
Connie Georgov
Al & Gwen Gilens
Jean Gilmore
Cindy Goldstein
Dale Gregore
Ron Hamlen
Karen S. Hawkins
Patrick & Michelle Hennessy
Margaret Hoey
Andrew Huber
Brian Hund & Sarah Georger

Kevin Hunt & Maria Picollelli Hunt

Penelope Husted
Christian Jackson
Erin Kemp

Richard & Lynn Koehler
Jessica Kolh

Nicholas Kowalski
Carl Krathauser
Kristin Landon

Jack Lee

Sherry Lee

Eleanor Lewis

Joseph & Liz Loomis
Carol & Gwynn Lyell
Alison Macindoe

John Malloy

John Mason

Andrea Maucher
Donna McClintock
Kathleen & Trevor McNeilly
Sharon Merriman-Nai
James Mills

Marilyn Monahan
Arreane Montgomery
Shannon O’Neill

Anna Ogunnaike

Fred & Vera Orthlieb *
Mary Jane Pahls
Barbara Palladino
Leigh Paradise
Brenda Parker
Michelle Paul

George & Madalyn Petit
Richard Phillips

John & Mary V. Polk
Olivia Quinci

Patricia Raison
Stewart Rasmussen
Rebeccah Rathaus
Anne C. Reese *
Marianne Reeves
Rebecca Reeves
Sandra Rice

Michael Ritchie & E. McCrae Harrison
James & Gloria Robb
Angelo Romeo

Alison Ruth

Sarah Ryan

Maria San Miguel
William Sargent, Jr.

Lois Schlegel *

Debbie & George Schnell
Kathryn Shaw

Lindsey Slater

Regina Strzalkowska
Marguerite D. Thew, M.D.
Kristen Valania
Marguerite Vavalla
Jessica Ventura

James Walsh

Bob Weick

Michele Weiner

Nick & Wendy Wilkinson
Jeffrey Wilkinson

Eric Williges

Bonnie Wingate

Grant Youngblood

James Zug

AFFILIATIONS

Delaware Arts Alliance

Delaware Alliance for Nonprofit Advancement

Greater Wilmington Convention and
Visitors Bureau

Shakespeare Theatre Association

2019 BOARD MEMBERS
Nancy B. Lynch, President
Julie Russ, Vice President
Achille Scache, Secretary
Greg Robleto, Treasurer
Laura Adarve

Charles Conway

Carey Corbin

Scott Matthews

David Stradley

Danni Van Drew-Dick
George Watson



